Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 05048 311400Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-10 
NSAE-00 PA-02 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-15 TRSE-00 
DODE-OO NSC-05 /077 W 

311910Z 004977/46 

R 3 1 1 300Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 884 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
USMISSION NATO 
USCINCEUR 
USNMR SHAPE 
CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN 
CINUSNAVEUR 
CINCUSAREUR 
USDOCOSOATH NAPLES 

UNCLAS ATHENS 5048 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, YU 

SUB J : GOG DENIES REPORT ABOUT US SUBMARINE BASE 

1 . IN AN EDITORIAL LAST WEEK ON THE SUBJECT OF VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE'S VISIT TO BELGRADE (WHICH CRITI- 
CIZED 

THE GREEK GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THE VICE PRESIDENT DID NOT 
ALSO VISIT GREECE), ULTRA CONSERVATIVE ESTIA ALLEGED THERE 
WAS A US SUBMARINE BASE ON THE SMALL ISLAND OF OTHONI, 

OFF THE NORTHWEST TIP OF CORFU. THE EDITORIAL CLAIMED THIS 
WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL BASES OF PROTECTION FOR YUGOSLAVIA. 

2. RIZOSPASTIS, THE ORGAN OF THE PRO-MOSCOW COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF GREECE, PICKED UP THIS ALLEGATION BY ESTIA AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PLAYED IT FOR SEVERAL DAYS. MOREOVER, RIZOSPASTIS MADE THE 
ADDED CLAIM THAT THE BASE WAS FOR US NUCLEAR SUBMARINES 
AND RECALLED IT HAD PUBLISHED A STORY IN JANUARY 1976 THAT THE U.S. 
SOUGHT SUCH A BASE ON THE NORTHERN COAST OF CORFU. 

ON MAY 27 A GOVERNMENT SOURCE CHARACTERIZED THESE 
RIZOSPASTIS ALLEGATIONS AS COMPLETELY INFOUNDED AND FALSE. 

KUBISCH 
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